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Foreword
It has been a decade and a half of struggle and tragedy for the 
communities with whom Seenaryo works, but 2023 brought 
devastation of its own scale. The year began with the earthquake that 
destroyed swathes of Turkey and Syria; continued with a mass 
deportation campaign of Syrian refugees by the Lebanese authorities; 
and ended with Israel’s brutal and ongoing assault on Gaza.

The communities that Seenaryo serves across Lebanon, Jordan and 
(more recently) Palestine’s West Bank are directly and profoundly 
affected. Participants have lost family members, staff have been 
displaced, and across the region people live in a state of heightened 
anxiety about the future, unsure whether they will face another round 
of war, displacement, or worse.

In the midst of it all, 2023 was a year of rapid growth for Seenaryo: we 
created a record 44 live theatre plays, trained 834 teachers, grew our 
core team to 20 and our freelance team to 140 people. I’m particularly 
proud that we have been able to scale our deeply human, 
community-based approach by leveraging the multiplier effect of 
training teachers and trainers; by harnessing technology through our 
app; and by applying our participatory approach to some of the 
region’s most pressing challenges. Among these challenges are the 
absence of women’s civic leadership, sky-high youth unemployment, 
the crisis of democracy and governance in Lebanon, and the lack of 
quality education for all.

At Seenaryo, we approach participants as co-creators of knowledge 
and stories in the face of destruction and displacement. Together, we 
resist the dominant approach of many NGOs, treating communities as 
passive recipients of aid. Our model is grounded in the centrality of
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dialogue across differences: teachers and students, directors and 
actors, learn from each other and create together. By working with the 
least-served communities in our countries (whether refugees, children 
growing up in care, or those living in poverty), we burst open theatre 
and play-based education – typically the preserve of a wealthy 
minority – making them inclusive and accessible to all. And we make 
space for communities to advocate for their own rights, in a way that 
is radically, preciously joyful.

“After nourishment, shelter, and companionship, stories are the thing 
we need most in the world,” says the British author Philip Pullman. We 
agree. As the Palestinian-American writer Edward Said wrote: “the 
permission to narrate is a form of power”. Khawla, a Syrian participant 
in our film TILKA and in a recent women’s leadership project, is all too 
aware of the power of these stories. “We pour parts of ourselves into 
each story, word and thought. It’s not just my ideas anymore - it’s our 
play. We work together as the owners of the performance. Seenaryo’s
participatory theatre takes from us to give back to us.”

Stories are also what communities continue to carry with them in the 
wake of destruction and displacement. The question then becomes 
who gets to tell these stories, and who hears them.

Victoria Lupton, Founder & CEO



2023 in numbers

834
teachers trained to 

teach through 
play

12,645
children in 
classrooms

…who reached

SEENARYO
IN 2023 REACHED

19,505

15
nationalities

people

2206
hours of trainings, 

workshops & 
rehearsals
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theatre participants 
and trainees

1367 4659
audience 
members

…who reached



Seenaryo’s vision is a world where all 
individuals can be active collaborators, 
creators and catalysts for social change.

Vision

Mission
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Facilitate skills development 
by supporting individuals to build social skills, life 
skills, critical thinking and wellbeing

Aims

Foster social cohesion
by bringing conflict-affected communities into 
dialogue with each other

Create wider and alternative employment 
pathways and professional capacity
within classrooms and communities 

Transform teaching and learning
to become child-centred, engaging and inclusive

Advocate globally 
for play-based learning and participatory 
theatre in the Arab region

By breaking apart the typical hierarchies that 
exist in theatre and classrooms, Seenaryo
creates playful spaces for the meaningful 
participation of under-served communities 
in Lebanon, Jordan and Palestine.
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Who do we work with?

Migrant domestic workers
An estimated 250,000 migrant 
domestic workers live in Lebanon, 
subject to the ‘kefala’ sponsorship 
system that is likened to modern 
day slavery. 

Conflict & trauma 
affected communities
Inter-community tensions are high, 
with refugee-host tensions 
exacerbated by a policy of forced 
return in Lebanon. People are also 
traumatised by ongoing conflicts, 
natural and manmade disasters. 

People living in poverty
The economic crisis in Lebanon has 
left 4 in 5 people living below the 
poverty line. Poverty levels in 
Jordan have doubled since 2018.

Children in care
There is no state system of foster 
care in Lebanon, with 40,000 
children living in 300 privately 
run children’s homes. In Jordan, 
only 5 out of 32 official residential 
care homes are government-run.

Women & girls 
According to the Gender Gap 
Index 2023, Lebanon and Jordan 
are respectively 132nd and 126th 
of 146 countries. 

Refugees
Lebanon and Jordan are the 
countries hosting the most refugees 
per capita worldwide. Only 2% of 
refugee households in Jordan can 
meet their daily food needs. 

Seenaryo works with children, youth, women and teachers from under-served 
communities in Lebanon, Jordan and Palestine. We particularly work with 
people from the following communities:



“Our performance opened 
doors for our community to 
understand us better.” 

PARTICIPANT
5

A performance of The Game at Beirut Art Center, Aug 2023. Photo by Ali Sheikh. 



What do we do?
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Theatre in communities
Seenaryo co-creates collaborative, powerful and imaginative 
theatre in partnership with organisations deeply rooted in 
the communities they serve. The original plays put 
participants at the heart of the creative process, giving them 
a space to collectively share and explore their stories and 
advocate for their rights.

Our award-winning Theatre Leadership Training aims to 
establish a culture of creativity for the long-term. We train 
and fund youth and women to run their own theatre projects 
in their communities.

Play in classrooms
Through the Seenaryo Playkit, we transform classrooms to 
become participatory and child-centred. The Playkit is an app 
and training for teachers of 3 – 8 year olds, which gives them 
the skills to teach their curriculum through theatre, games, 
songs and stories.

In 2024, we will begin training former youth theatre 
participants to become Scenechangers. They will use theatre 
to teach the curriculum in educational settings throughout 
Lebanon and Jordan.



Innovation 
in design & implementation of projects

Sector-wide recognition
from institutional bodies

Released our first feature-
length documentary TILKA, 
winning Best Local 
Documentary at the 
Lebanese Independent Film 
Festival and in competition 
at Cambridge Film Festival. 

Established a partnership 
with UCL’s Institute of 
Education, often 
considered to be the 
leading education 
institute in the world. UCL 
researchers are 
evaluating the impact of 
the Seenaryo Playkit app 
and training.

Seenaryo won the top Arts, 
Culture & Heritage prize at 
the 2023 UK Charity Awards, 
as well as a TheirWorld
Innovation Award.

Launched an entirely new 
strand of programming: 
Scenechangers. Over the 
next four years, Seenaryo
will train 100+ youth to 
transform classrooms 
using theatre.

Created an innovative 
approach to peacebuilding, 
using theatre to address 
conflict within 
communities. Our theatre 
for peace projects were 
supported by KAICIID, 
WPHF and UN Women.

Toured internationally to 
Germany. The Palestinian 
and Lebanese participants 
took part in a youth theatre 
festival in Schwäbisch Hall, 
performed in Munich and 
sold out the show at TAK 
Theatre in Berlin.

1 2
Seenaryo in 2023
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Our 2022-25 strategy identified four key strategic priorities. As a midpoint strategy review, we reflect on what we achieved in 2023.



Investment in 
training & resources
to deliver work at scale

Capacity building
for long-term impact

Received our largest and 
most ambitious grant to 
date from DROSOS 
Foundation. They have 
funded the Scenechangers
programme, which is a 
cross-country grant for the 
next four years. As part of 
the grant we have received 
organisational development 
mentoring from Alfanar
Venture Philanthropy. 

10 new staff members 
have joined the team 
over the last 12 months, 
in order to increase our 
organisational capacity.

Developed a series of 
standard operating 
procedures to regulate 
the organisation, ensuring 
compliance and risk 
management as we 
continue to grow.

Invested time and 
resources into updating 
our Theatre Leadership 
Training (TLT). Seenaryo’s
2023 Charity Award was 
in recognition of the TLT 
and it is also shortlisted 
for an Ockenden Prize.

A new app development 
company in Lebanon is 
redesigning the Seenaryo
Playkit app, in preparation 
to relaunch it in 2024.

Designed a Playkit Teacher 
Training that can be 
delivered in one day rather 
than our usual three. This 
allows us to reach 
hundreds of teachers who 
do not have the time to 
take the full training.

3 4
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Celebrating 5 years in Jordan
In the autumn we marked five years since the very first 
Seenaryo play in Jordan – a Showbuild with children 
from the citadel community of Amman. 

Our first five years in Jordan saw us working with many 
communities who had never had access to a space for collective, 
creative expression before. We’ve created 62 original theatre 
plays across the country and trained over 1,500 teachers to 
transform their classrooms through play.

Atef Malhas, a musician and freelance facilitator said, “Seenaryo
is open to all of society. It has the capacity to transform the 
cultural scene in Jordan by making theatre – which is a collective 
participatory act – available to everyone.”
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For Seba, the impact that the creative process has on participants is 
more important than the performance itself. She lives in Al-Wehdat
Palestinian camp and completed most of her education at schools 
run by UNRWA, the UN’s agency for Palestinian refugees. She feels 
that her background has given her a deep understanding of people, 
which means that when she facilitates theatre she can “engage with 
people in a way that allows them to truly express themselves.” It is 
spaces like this where theatre is needed the most, yet the reality is 
“the people who need it don’t have access to it.”

There are now five members of the Art Vision team and they dream 
of establishing a centre in every governorate in Jordan. Seba and 
Saleem believe that people are slowly beginning to understand the 
importance of participatory theatre in Jordan. A group of 
professional theatre makers attended the latest Art Vision 
performance. “They really respected what we’re doing.” Seba said, 
adding: “we need time but Seenaryo and Art Vision have the same 
goal for our community – we’re trying to create change.”

Follow @art.vision.jo on Instagram!

The photo on the left is from a performance of Up To The Light in 
2019. Saleem is second from left and Seba is second from right.

In 2019, Seba Naser and Saleem Asfour were at the beginning of their 
careers, working in coordination roles at local community 
organisations in Amman. They met during rehearsals for Seenaryo’s
first youth theatre production in Jordan, Up To The Light.

Identifying a severe lack of accessible theatre opportunities in 
Jordan, Seba and Saleem - inspired by their experience making 
theatre with Seenaryo - decided to set up their own theatre company 
the following year.

“My journey with Seenaryo transformed my career, and set me on a 
new path.” Seba told us. “When I participated with Seenaryo, I 
realised that theatre is something that comes from inside us and it 
creates all these positive feelings. We wanted other people to 
experience this, which is why we set up Art Vision.”

Reflecting on the unique power of participatory theatre, Saleem 
added “it is about expression and healing – we feel it has a huge 
power to solve problems.”

They both believe that a participatory approach is vital for the 
development of the nascent creative scene in Jordan. Saleem noted 
that there hadn’t previously been opportunities for people like them 
to make theatre and “a lot of what was coming out was old and 
traditional.” By making theatre with participants from diverse 
communities and creating original plays based on their ideas, Art 
Vision and Seenaryo are producing new, pertinent stories that 
resonate with young people in Jordan today.

Art Vision



99%
of youth agree they gained skills useful for their professional life 
(80 youth surveyed who took part in Seenaryo theatre projects in 2023)

The MENA region has the highest youth 
unemployment rate in the world (IMF). 
Without quality training opportunities, 
young people do not have the opportunity 
to develop their professional skills.

Polarisation and mistrust is rising between 
communities in Lebanon and Jordan. In 
light of government policies of forced 
returns, tensions are especially high 
between host communities and refugees 
(Amnesty International).

Lebanon and Jordan are among countries 
with the lowest women’s participation in 
public and political life. Women make up 
29% of the labour force in Lebanon and only 
14% in Jordan (World Bank). 

25%
increase in women and youth who interact more with people from 
other backgrounds and religions to themselves
(83 theatre participants who took part in Seenaryo theatre projects in 2023)

100%
of women feel they have more of their own ideas and can think 
more freely for themselves
(41 women surveyed who took part in Seenaryo theatre projects)

Impact
THEATRE IN COMMUNITIES

11
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44 ORIGINAL
PRODUCTIONS

BEHIND THE CURTAINS
YOUTH | TRIPOLI, LEBANON 

Filled with a great will to break free from 
their bitter reality, an ensemble challenges 
the ignorance and violence around them.

AUDITION
YOUTH | KARAK, JORDAN 

Actors audition for a new play by a 
celebrated director, revealing their 
attitudes towards acting, fame and family.

WHILE WE WERE DREAMING
YOUTH | IRBID, JORDAN 

A group of young, hungry people living 
beneath a bridge let imagination fill their 
bellies. But they are also hungry for things 
we all crave: love, success & happiness.

STOP № 20
YOUTH | BEKAA, LEBANON 

Passengers wait side-by-side at a bus stop 
eagerly anticipating their journeys, when 
an unexpected hiccup halts their trip. 
Stranded, they must face the unknown. 

RAIN AND SHINE
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

CRAZY TIMES
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

THE LOST RAINBOW
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

DOOR TO THE FUTURE
YOUTH | LEBANON 

TECHNOPHOBIA
YOUTH | JORDAN 

HAND IN HAND
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

THE BLOWING CANDLE
YOUTH | LEBANON 

LAUNDRY OFF THE LINE
YOUTH | JORDAN 

FRAGRANCE OF AGE
WOMEN | LEBANON 

WITCHY WITCH
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

I DREAM OF DREAMING
WOMEN | LEBANON 

GARMASIS: FABRIC OF OUR STORIES
YOUTH | JORDAN 

AN EGYPTIAN ADVENTURE
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

4 STUDIOS

13 CYCLES

Our flagship productions that tour 
nationally and even internationally

Productions created with participants
we work with over regular cycles
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WONDERLAND
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

8 SHOWBUILDS

THE GAME
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

TICK TOCK, TICK TOCK
CHILDREN | JORDAN 

OUR SECRET IN OUR WELL
CHILDREN | JORDAN 

A CRYSTAL CALAMITY
CHILDREN | JORDAN 

BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE…
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

THE STRANGE TIME
CHILDREN | JORDAN 

THE TALE OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
CHILDREN | LEBANON 

19 SATELLITES

THE WONDER 
BOX
CHILDREN
JORDAN 

KIDS STREET
CHILDREN
JORDAN 

TREASURE 
ISLAND
CHILDREN
JORDAN 

NORMAL LIFE
CHILDREN
JORDAN 

MOMENTS 
FROM OUR 
MEETING
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

SPACE ROSE
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

THE WISHING 
FRUIT
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

LAND OF 
PEACE
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

A RARE 
SEEDLING
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

THE PEACE 
BUS
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

A TRIP OF 
DREAMS
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

STOLEN 
TREASURE
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

CROWN OF 
PEACE
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

THE MAGIC OF 
COLLABORATION
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

LAKE OF 
PEACE
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

THE STRANGE 
LANTERN
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

TREE OF GOOD
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

Productions developed 
intensively over one week

Productions directed independently by 
graduates of Seenaryo theatre projects, often 
as part of our Theatre Leadership Training

RECEPTON
YOUTH
JORDAN 

NOTHING IS 
IMPOSSIBLE
CHILDREN
LEBANON 

14



Meet our theatre participants

CHILDREN’S THEATRE
‘Khadija’
‘Khadija’ was in the ensemble of Laundry 
Off The Line, a Seenaryo Cycle funded by 
Team Archie in Rusaifeh, Jordan. 

“At the start of the project, we separated 
ourselves: boys staying in one group and 
girls in another. But then because we were 
working as a team, we had to come 
together. This idea of segregation 
shouldn’t exist in the first place. We 
shouldn’t be listening anymore to the 
traditional idea that boys and girls can’t 
work together. At the end of the day we’re 
all human...and we should be united.” 
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YOUTH THEATRE
Muhyi
Muhyi led a Seenaryo Satellite and was in a 
theatre project that explored digital and 
gender-based violence in Amman. 

“When I first arrived in Jordan at 16, I had 
difficulties communicating because of my 
Iraqi dialect. I felt really isolated and 
expressing myself freely became a 
challenge. Theatre and art have breathed 
new life into my capacity for self-
expression – through movement, speech 
and writing. While art doesn’t solve legal or 
health problems, it provides an outlet for 
expressing these challenges.”

WOMEN’S THEATRE
Dona
Dona lives in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. She 
took Seenaryo’s training to lead theatre 
for peace, funded by WPHF / UN Women.

“There were things hidden inside 
ourselves that we learnt how to let out 
through the theatre process and the 
training that followed. We learnt how to 
get ideas out of our heads and turn the 
thoughts that we were not able to say out 
loud into small scenes and dances. We 
have started using these tools in our daily 
lives, not just in the theatre. This gives us 
confidence in ourselves and we now 
interact with other people more fluidly.”



DALAL, Jordanian Ministry of Culture

“The performers really believed in the play 
and you could feel the harmony between 
them... They had the space to express 
things that they never usually can say."
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ANONYMOUS, Munich audience member

“I can still see the story of the play running 
through my head, it’s made me think a lot 
about different ways of life.” 

“I couldn’t take my eyes off them, 
especially the girl repeating the line I 
don’t deserve this. I felt like she was 
speaking for so many young people 
and the pain they go through – it gave 
me goosebumps.” 

DINA, community leader in Amman

Quotes from the audience



HANANE,  PARTICIPANT IN BEKAA

“Staying at home had 
deeply affected me, I had 
forgotten how to speak 
to people. Participating 
in theatre helps you 
understand other people 
better, as you start to 
empathise with them.”

17
Fragrance of Age ensemble on stage in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, Aug 2023. Photo by Ali Sheikh. 



Our first documentary

“At the still centre of this heartrending 
film is breath-taking intimacy and a 
message of human hope.”
AUDIENCE MEMBER, Cambridge Film Festival

TILKA is an intimate portrait of five women making 
theatre with Seenaryo amid Lebanon’s collapse.

Watch the trailer by 
scanning the QR code:

Winner of Best Local Documentary at the Lebanese 
Independent Film Festival, TILKA premiered in the UK 
at Cambridge Film Festival.

Screened at SOAS University and Cambridge 
University, with more screenings to come…

18
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HANEEN, THEATRE PARTICIPANT, JORDAN

“Meeting people who are 
different from me during this 
project has helped me to feel 
a sense of connection with 
others, rather than fear.” 

19



Meet Sondos
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What is your childhood like?
I was born in Syria and have grown up in 
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. I’m strong, 
adventurous and impulsive – and I hope to 
become an architect.  

What challenges do you face in your 
community?
I find my society very constrictive. It’s seen as 
a disgrace if a girl goes out more than once a 
week. My parents are strict because of what 
other peope think, particularly as this isn’t 
our country. I’m always rebelling.

How did you feel making theatre for 
the first time with Seenaryo?
I was very shy about taking part at the start. 
The group was really cooperative, which 
helped me to gradually feel less shy.

What have you learnt from theatre?
I have some anger issues, which I usually try 
to hide. Participating in theatre has made me 
more patient and composed. Since the 
project, I face fewer problems as I can handle 
my anger issues better. By the end of the 
project, the group started to feel like a family. 
Being around them in this way made me less 
reserved – I approach people more now.

What was your role in the play?
My favourite part was when we all acted as a 
plane, the whole group was moving as one. I 
also liked playing a guy, surprisingly it didn’t 
feel that different from playing a girl. What do you hope for the future?

I hope that things will get better and that 
there will be no more racism or war.

20

Sondos participated in a Seenaryo production funded by Institut Français du Liban in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, which aimed to support Syrian 
adolescents affected by the 2023 Turkey-Syria earthquake through trauma-sensitive theatre workshops.
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“When I perform, I can release 
and reach new heights within 
myself – like the snake when it 
sheds its skin, I reveal myself in 
new ways. Theatre gave me so 
much space to discover what I 
wanted.”
SALEEM, THEATRE PARTICIPANT, JORDAN

Saleem in Garmasis: The Fabric of our Stories in Amman, Dec 2023. Photo by Nabil Darwish. 

21
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100%
of trainees feel more confident applying for 
jobs in theatre and education after the training
(77 theatre leadership trainees surveyed)

Theatre leadership training
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Our training equips theatre participants with the skills to lead theatre 
workshops within their own communities. In 2023, we led a project with UN 
Women in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, training 80 women in theatre and civic 
leadership and empowering them as community peacebuilders.

“The training gave me the self-belief to speak 
out, the self-belief to be myself, to know who I 
am, where I want to work and what I want to 
do with my life…”

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP TRAINEE, LEBANON
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63%

100%
of teachers use Playkit materials 
at least once a week
(721 teachers surveyed who took the Playkit training)

Impact 
PLAY IN CLASSROOMS

The Lebanese & Jordanian education systems 
lack capacity to support children with 
disabilities, with only 1% of children with 
disabilities enrolled in public schools in 
Lebanon (UNICEF). 

In Lebanon, 47% of caregivers report that 
their children are very sad or depressed 
every week. Additionally, 30% of Palestinian 
refugee children in Lebanon are anxious 
(UNICEF). 

Classrooms are overcrowded and both 
education systems suffer from a lack of 
resources and capacity. Schools rely on an 
‘out-dated curriculum and pedagogy’ (Jordan 
Response Plan).

teachers have seen changes among children with learning 
difficulties or disabilities since implementing the Playkit
(721 teachers surveyed out of 834 who took the Playkit teacher training in 2023)

increase in teachers who agree children in their classrooms can 
regulate their emotions (78% post-training, up from 48% pre)
(721 teachers surveyed who took the Playkit training)

“More interaction.”

“They focus better.”

“A radical change.”

Once a week
4%

2 or 3 
times a week

52%

Every day
44%

23



Meet our Playkit teachers

‘Amal’
‘Amal’ took the Playkit teacher training in 
Hasbaya, Southern Lebanon.

“I have a student who always used to be 
isolated and refused to participate. After 
introducing the Playkit approach, he 
started interacting more and more in the 
classroom. He even made friends, 
whereas he never used to play with 
anyone in the playground.”

24

‘Razan’ Soha
Soha is the headteacher of Arfan School 
in Lebanon.

“[The Playkit training] really adds value to 
the rigid curriculum we have to follow. 
The students now have fun and laugh 
while studying and the teachers have lots 
of new ideas. We noticed that the shy 
students are engaged in class and don't 
feel left out anymore.

We also work with children who have 
mental health issues and we’re now 
seeing them smiling, playing and 
interacting with others, which makes us 
feel so happy. We can see they are 
expressing their needs and feelings.”

‘Razan’ took the Playkit teacher training in 
Jerash, Jordan.

“I’ve moved to a new school and am now 
using the Playkit. Even though I have 38 
children in my class, I no longer face many 
challenges or issues. The behaviour and 
classroom management techniques help 
me greatly in the classroom.”
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“When I explored the 
Seenaryo Playkit with my 
students, I realised that the 
child inside me was enjoying 
it along with the children in 
my class.”
TEACHER IN LEBANON



RELAUNCH THE APP
The Seenaryo Playkit
app is being redesigned 
by a new app developer. 
They are rewriting the 
code and updating the 
design to be more user-
friendly, ahead of a 
relaunch in 2024.

CREATE NEW TEACHER 
COMMUNITIES
Over the next year we 
plan to create Teacher 
Communities for those 
using play in their 
classrooms. This will be a 
space where teachers can 
reflect, connect, learn and 
commit long-term to 
delivering and advocating 
for play-based teaching.

PALESTINE TRAININGS
With funding from 
TheirWorld, we plan to 
run our first Playkit
trainings in Palestine in 
2024 (dependant on the 
security situation in the 
West Bank).

BUILD RELATIONSHIP 
WITH MINISTRIES
We plan to develop our 
relationship with the 
Ministries of Education 
in Lebanon and Jordan. 
With their backing, we 
hope to scale the Playkit 
to reach more teachers 
than ever before. 

CREATE AND SHARE 
NEW CONTENT
We will develop new 
games, songs and stories 
for the Seenaryo Playkit
app. We are exploring 
avenues for sharing 
Seenaryo songs on 
platforms such as Spotify, 
YouTube and iTunes.

2024-25 Plans for the Playkit
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2023 was a year of planning, research and development for the Seenaryo Playkit. In 2024-25, we plan for a wide rollout of Seenaryo programmes in 
schools across the region, embedding play as a vital part of early years education delivery.



All of our aims align with 
sector-wide and 
international goals for 
sustainable development 
(SDGs). Our work 
particularly focuses on 
the following SDGs set by 
the UN in 2015.
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Seenaryo was awarded the top Arts, Culture and Heritage prize at the 2023 
Charity Awards – the UK’s most prestigious awards ceremony in the charity 
sector. The prize was in recognition of our Theatre Leadership Training. 

The judging panel acknowledged that our ‘participant-turned-trainer’ model 
ensures that skills and learning are continually cascaded to new people. 
Awards judge Sarah Ellis said “the transferring of skills and learning is strong 
and creates a holistic approach.” 

In 2023, nearly 200 women and youth took our Theatre Leadership Training, 
joining our movement to create a culture of creativity for the long-term in 
the region.

Charity Award Winners
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As a fast-growing organisation, we rely on your 
support to continue increasing our impact. Here 
are some ways you can help:

BECOME A FRIEND OR BEST FRIEND
You can join Seenaryo’s circle of friends by 
signing up to give monthly via direct debit. 
seenaryo.org/support-us

JOIN OUR GIVING CIRCLE
There are a variety of ways to give. Become a 
bronze, silver, gold or platinum supporter via an 
online donation, cheque or bank transfer.
seenaryo.org/support-us

KEEP UP TO DATE
Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube. Plus receive our latest updates by 
signing up to our newsletter.
Follow @seenary0 | Sign up at seenaryo.org/newsroom

FUNDRAISE FOR SEENARYO
We’re always looking for committed ambassadors 
to run marathons, bake cakes or host dinners and 
screenings to support and advocate for our work.
info@seenaryo.org

LEAVE A LEGACY GIFT
A legacy gift will ensure we can continue to support 
communities in Lebanon and Jordan, now and for 
the future.
info@seenaryo.org

How can you help?



The Archie Lloyd Charitable Foundation, The Arthur and Holly Magill Foundation, Asfari Foundation, Back to the Future, British & Foreign School Society, CFLI Jordan, CFLI Lebanon, Crown Prince 
Foundation, Drosos Foundation, French Embassy Jordan, The Galashan Trust, GIZ Civil Peace Service, Center for International Cultural Education of the Goethe-Institut Schwäbisch Hall, Institut
Français du Liban, The International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID), Kindernothilfe, Laura Kinsella Foundation, LEAP MIT Solve Program, Linbury Trust, Moleskine Foundation, Nommontu Foundation, 
Pikasso Jordan, The Roger and Ingrid Pilkington Charitable Trust, Rebecca Dykes Foundation, Ruby & Minoo N. Master Charity Foundation, Siren Associates, TheirWorld, UK Aid from the UK 
Government, UK ESRC Impact Acceleration Award (IAA), US Embassy Julia Taft Refugee Fund, Women’s Peace & Humanitarian Fund

Partners, Collaborators & Clients
Abeer Educational Compound, Action for Hope, Al Amal School for the Deaf Aqaba, Al Awael Al Namojzia, Al Balad Theater, Al Doha Educational Compound, Al Hadi Al Qabas Kindergarten, Alia 
Amal, Amal, Arfan Rashaya, Arfan Semqanieh, Badr School for Education and Learning, Basma Center for Special Education Karak, Basmet, Beirut Art Center, Bekaata Official School, Bellevue di 
Monaco, Bidayati, Bizrit Kher, Bourj International School, Boys Protection and Care Home - Shafa Badran, Brightside Academy, Cambridge Film Festival, Canadian Embassy Jordan, Caritas 
Lebanon, Collateral Repair Project, Compuvision, Creativity Club Karak, Dammeh, Dar Al Aytam Al Islamiya, Dar Al Hanan, Ecole al Carmelia Mejdlaya, Ecole de la Mission Éducative, Ecole Notre 
Dame des Dons des Soeurs Antonines, Erfan Association Azraq, Fabrika, Fratelli, Gharsa, Goethe-Institut Libanon, Good Integration (GOODINT) Project, Harar Official Mixed English School, 
Hasbaya Municipality, Haya Cultural Centre, House of Peace, Hussein Shelter, Ibn Baja School, Institut Français de Jordanie, International School of Akkar, Irfan School, Jesuit Refugee Service, 
Jourieh Camp, Jusoor, Juvenile Prison Amman, King Abdullah II School for Excellence Zarqa, Lana al Mostakbal, Land of Peace, Latin Patriarchate Schools, Lebanese Independent Film Festival, 
Lebanese Nokhba School, Mar Maroun School, Military Culture Schools, Ministry of Culture in Jordan, MMAG Foundation, Motranieh School, National Centre for Culture and Arts, The National 
Orthodox School, Naya, Nehna la Baad, Neues Globe Theater Schwäbisch Hall, The Official Dawra School, Osama Mashini Theatre, Princess Taghrid Institute (PTI) & Dar Ne’meh Qimmet Al 
Sadara, Qaser Al Atfal Theater, Questscope, Rayon d'Espoir, Rosary College School, Sama Al Badea, Save the Children, Sawiyan, Secours Islamique, SOAS University of London, Sofia Kindergarten, 
Specialized Center for Accessible Learning and Education, tak Theater Aufbau Kreuzberg, Terres des Hommes, UCL Institute of Education, UN Women, Women Now For Development, 
Wondereight, Yaabad Scout Troupe, Zawaya

Institutional & In-Kind Donors

2023



Clare & Mark Armour, Faiz Bhanji, Richard Collins, Mona Dahdaleh, Mashrurah & Abdulhussein Ebrahim, Natalie & Shammas Ebrahim, Rasha & Hassan Elmasry, Claire & Marina Fitzalan
Howard, Eliana & Andrew Haas, Marcus Hall, Randa & Pasquale Hanna, Roger Harrison, Lily & Julian Harriss, Sara Irvani, Monica & Maher Jubaili, Milla Lupton and Camilo Toston, Chris Lupton, 
Jean & Jonathan Lupton, Rachael Lupton, Minnie & Joe MacHale, Will McCallum, Lynne & Jonathan McIvor, Sophie & Nigel Meek, Roger Mellul, Kate & Benjamin Meuli, Hattie Middleditch, 
Matthew Middleditch, Lamies Miqdadi, Serene Miqdadi, Reem Rishani, Emma & John Rowley-Conwy, Ziba Sarikhani, Lizzie & David Scott, Phillis & Thomas Sharpe, Nicole Shoucair, Jo & 
Crispin Southgate, Sarah & Michael Spencer, Paritosh Thakore, Mary Rose & Charles Wood, Jill Hackel & Andrzej Zarzicki

Hanan Abdalla, Mohammed Abdoolcarim, Aylan Aliyeva,  Sara Allan, Mark Ashburton, Faten Ashour, Henry Ashworth, Rania Atalla, Georgia Atkin-Wood & Charlie Atkin, Jo & Paul Baddeley, 
Perihan Bassatne, Jude Batayneh, John Beddington, Daniel Berndt, Cec & Steven Bishop, Roger Booker, Katherine Brandli, Joanna & James Calder, Joey Casey, Harry Catchpole, Chris Chalk, 
Phoebe Cooke, Sarah & Julian Cooper, Jane & Julian Corkill, Rosa & Adrian De Segundo, Jamie Dear, Rebecca Dolan, Emma & Justin Dowley, Laura Dowley, George Duncan-Jones, Tony 
Dyson, Jane Earl, Parveen & Ahad Ebrahim, Rashida & Taha Ebrahim, Yasmin & Ayaz Ebrahim, Sue & David Elton, Victoria Elvidge, Christine Fegert, Camilla & Felix Galashan, Elizabeth & Barry 
Gould, Hilly & Paul Grumbar, Zainab Habib-Kaj & Yusouf Kaj, Nayla Hadchiti, Rasha Haddad, Tamara & Henry Hales, Carrie Hart, Tim Hoare, Patrick Jackson, Ben Jacob, Pascale & Henry 
Kenyon, Sarah & Malcolm Le May, Catherine & Dennis Leech, Sascha Lewin, Claire Lewis, Sam Lupton, Romilly & Richard Lyttelton, A Mackie, Wendy Matthew, Alice Mazzola, Rory McIvor, 
Dina Miqdadi, Sarah Monk, Ann & William Monk, Chrissie & Richard Morse, Ceclily Motley, Zainab & Ali Najefi, Clem Naylor, Amelia & David Netherton-Wood, Flora & Tom Palmer, Amena & 
Mazher Papar, Cherry Denman & Charlie Parton, Henry Peck, Aamena & Abeezar Poonawala, Nadira & Aman Poonawala, Banita Radia, Henrietta & Michael Regan, Dania & Kareem Sakka, 
Maria & Ghalib Sarkar, Riham & Wassef Serhan, Nanda & Rajan Shahani, Jana Shehade, Noshir Shroff, Joe Spence, Tiggy & Robert Sutton, Lara Tabbara, Roshni & Karan Tamhane, Suzann 
Thomas, Abigail Trott, Gini & Jonathan Trower, Brigid Waddams, Charlotte Wallis, Muna Wehbe, Maya Yvon

Zeina Ashour, Zena & Wassim Assi, HRH Princess Badiya bint el Hassan of Jordan, Louis Brooke & Alex Lawrence-Archer, Janet Bagnall & William Marsden, Marco Compagnoni, Suraiya & Ozer 
Ebrahim, Hania Farrell, Alison Freegard & Imran Tyabji, Lucy & Julian Gibbs, Max Goldman, Rehana Gohil, Noelle Ghoussaini, Isabelle Pelly & Luke Hayman, Alexandra Jackson & Philip Kay, 
Marisa Muller, Araceli Navarro, Annie & Clive Norton, Douriya & Yusuf Nurbhai, Shifa Obeid, Michelle & Richard Pelly, Clare & Jamie Pike, Lady Anya Sainsbury, Ina Sarikhani & Guy Weston, 
Camille & Tommy Seddon, Juliet & Charlie Simpson, Sarah Wallis, Jeanine & Richard Zirps

UK: Antonio Gould, Luke Hayman, Lina Khatib, Alex Khosla, Shifa Obeid, Salim Salama, Ziba Sarikhani | Lebanon: Lama Amine, Dolly Choucair, Rana Issa, Rania Stephan

Amany Adel, Robin Agarwal, Bissan Ahmed, Rayan Al Hibta, Abdelrahman Al Rawashdeh, Lama Amine, Adeeba Badran, Fadi Bashir, Louay Dawaime, Siel Devos, Naqiya Ebrahim, Ayyad El 
Masri, Carole Fakhreddine, Sara Ghanma, Rami Haddad, Hiba Hussein, Eleanor Jacob, Rana Jalkh, Victoria Lupton, Lara McIvor, Megan McGeough, Aya Nabulsi, Dima Nustas, Ali Samra

Gold 
supporters

Silver 
supporters

Bronze 
supporters

Trustees 
Core team

May Adra, Hassan Akoul, Fida Alwaer, Ahmad Asfar, Sarah Atallah, Aya Ayoub, Zeina Brahim, Soline Daccache, Tala Daher, Fadia El Tannir, Ahmad Ezzidine, Myriam Geagea, Rouaida Al Ghali, 
Elsy Hajjar, Sally Harb, Razan El Helou, Farah Hindawi, Sally Idriss, Dana Jammoul, Khodor Kahoul, Nivine Kallas, Dr. Garene Kaloustian, Riwa Kharrat, Seba Khourani, Lina Khoury, Rawad Korkis
Kanaan, Rima Al Mahayri, Aya Mahfouz, Raghda Mouawad, Rania Mroueh, Fatima Naim, Amani Natour, Elige Nehmeh, Fatima Obeid, Sara Obeid, Jean-Paul Osta, Abd El Rahim Shaman, 
Nancy Sawaya, Nour Shamaa, Rouba Sharafddine, Ali Sheikh, Ramia Sous, Samer Zaher, Mayyada Zaza, Riham Zein

Sara Abbas, Husam Abed, Jumana Alkury, Ayman Abu Jarad, Ahlam Al-Awamleh, Nour Al-Masri, Thkrayat Alawawdeh, Rita Akroush, Hani Awad, Dr. Nilly Al Banna, Violet Bawab, Maesara
Damagh, Saleem Jamoul, May Malhas, Luma Mustafa, Seba Nasser, Marwa Obaed, Odai Qedese, Sara Saeed, Doa'a Saleh, Al-Edwan, Nicole Shaheen, Ahmad Srour, Shireen Talhouni, Namarig
Yacoub Jadeen, Jana Zeineddine, Shereen Zoumot, Muhyi Al Zuhairi

Amer Al-Materneh, Nabil Darwish, Simon Lundh, Mary Sayej, Nour Salman, Pascal Studer, Mohammad Shammari, Ali Sheikh 

Thaer Aljohari, Ahmad Baba, Gemma Clitheroe, Ines Fabiunke, Carla Farah, Becca Hovland, Paul Moclair, Céline Skaf, Nora El Zokm (Darna Research)

Rosamund & Richard Bernays, Teen & Rod Cooke, Angela & Michael Cronk, Ruqaiya & Zafir Ebrahim, Saker & Noordin Ebrahim, Nour Haj Hassan, Azmina & Malik Karim, Béatrice & James 
Lupton, Diana & Fin O’Sullivan, Sarah & Philip Richards, Dalia Salaam & Ramzi Rishani, Sabine & Ali Sarikhani, Anna Yang & Joseph Schull

Platinum 
supporters

Lebanon 
freelancers

Jordan 
freelancers

Intl. 
freelancers
Photo credits
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In-kind 
supporters 

Hassan Akoul, Katia Al Tal / Nuwa Creations, Tala Allos, Peri Bassatne, Nada Debs, Rachel Dedman, Justin & Emma Dowley, Hilly Grumbar, Henry Hales / SIRPLUS, Wasfi Kani / Grange Park 
Opera, Ellie Keel, Hiba Jaber, Neil Logan, Elizabeth Maitreyi, Matilda Moreton, Nayla Moussalli, Jennifer Scott / Dulwich Picture Gallery, Dr. Serene Shashaa, Nicole Shoucair / Arros
Restaurant, Lara Tabbara / 4Lara, Turquoise Mountain, Stephen Tozer / Kebab Queen, Amelia Wood, Mary-Rose & Charles Wood, Olive Young / Ouroboros



www.seenaryo.org
www.seenaryoplaykit.org

info@seenaryo.org 

Follow us! @seenary0

UK charity no: 1173822

Lebanon NGO no: 1156

Jordan NGO no: 2019032001

Watch our 2023 video


